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Put them in mind to be ſubject to Principali- 
ties and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 


- Ou all know what kind. of Argument this 
Day calls for. For by the deſign of keeping it, 


prefs Obedience and Subjection to the Government we live 


under, and to Preach againſt Faction and Rebellion. And 


accordingly it is preſcribed in the Kubrick of this Day's 
Service, 1 at if there be a Sermon at all, and not a 
Homily, it ſhall be upon this Argument. by? 

It is very well that Aut bority hath taken care, that at 
ſome Sulemn I imes we ſhould Preach upon this Subject 
in a more Solemn Manner. Becauſe though it be as 
needful as any, yet there are ſome among us that think 
it a very improper Theme for the Pulpit, I muſt confeſs, 


Thad an eye to this Suggeſtion, when I pirch'd upon 


theſe words which I have now read to you: B:cauſcl 
think there is ſomething to be obſerved in them which 
will effectually confute it. f ; 

St. Paul here lays his Charge upon Titas, that he 


ſhould put the People that were under his Care in mind 


to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey 
Magiſtrates. | 
Iwo things I would here conſider. Firſt, the Perſon 


the buſineſs that the Preacher hath rodoy 15to | 


that is order'd thus to put the People in mind: And Se- 
coudly, the Thing that he is to put them in mind of, 


which is, Subjection and Obedience to Principalities, and 


_ Powers, and Magiſtrates. 


begin with the Firſt thing, the Perſon to whom 
St. Paul writes this Epiſtle; and to whom he gives it in 
| g A323 - Charge, 
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* That he ſhould put the People in mind to be 
tu fed 3 | : : | 
Who was this Perſon? Why, it was Titus, an Eccle- 
ſiaſtic, a Biſhop, a Preacher of the Goſpel ; not a Lay- 
man, not a Magiſtrate, but a pure Church-may, What 


can be more plainly gather'd from hence than this; 


That it is not foreign to a Clergy-man's Office to Preach 
Obedience and Subjection to the Government, but, on 
the contrary, a part of his Function, a neceſſary Duty 
incumbent upon him to do it. If any Man affirm o- 
therwiſe, he muſt either ſay, that St. Paul did not right 


& inſtru Titus in his Office, but enjoyn'd him todo 
that which he had nothing to do with: Or he muſt 


+, 


ſhew that the Caſe of Titas was different from that of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel at this Day. Neither of 
which things can, I believe, be eaſily made out. 5 

And yet into ſuch Times are we fallen, that it is taken 
ill, by many, that Miniſters ſhould in their Pulpit-Dif- 
courſes meddle with theſe Matters. I muſt confeſs I 


think, that of all Men, it moſt concerns a Miniſter of 


Religion not to be a Buſie body, or a Meddler in other 
Mens Matters. For in truth he hath Work enough to 
do of his own; and ſuch a kind of Work too, as, let him 


| behave himſelf as inoffenſively as he can, will create him 


Difficulties and Enemies enow. And therefore it would 


be very imprudent in him to uſurp other Mens Provinces, '- 


and to burn his fingers where he needs nor. Eſpecially con- 
ſidering that the Succeſs of his Labours and Endeavours 
among the People doth in a great meaſure depend upon 
the good liking they have of him. 1 
But what is it that gives Offence ? or what is it that 


renders this Argument we are ſpeaking of ſo improper 


a Subject for a Clergy-man to treat of? Why, 

x Wang things are pretended, and I ſhall name ſome of 

them. | 211 
Firſt, It is ſaid that the work of a Clergy- man, is. 

to inſtru& Men in Chriſt's Religion, to Preach againſt 

Vice and Sin, and to Preach up Holineſs and good Ee, 
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and mutual Love and Charity : But what has he to do 
with State-Afairs,' as Matters of Government are? 


I Anſwer, He hath nothing indeed to do with them: 


But his only work is to make Men good Chriſtians, by 


endeavouring to poſſeſs them with a hearty Belief of 


our Saviour's Doctrines and Promiſes, and perſuading 
-them to a Conformity in their Lives to his Precepts. 


This is our proper Work, and this is that we ought to 
attend to, all the days of our life; and with Government 


and State-Afairs we ought not to meddle, in our Ser- 


mons clpecially. 1215 
But then, after all this, it doth not follow, but that 


we are all bound, as we have occaſion, to Preach up 


Loyalty and Obedience to our Governours, For this is no * 
State- Affair, but an Affair of the Goſpel. We cannot in- 
ſtruct Men in Chriſt's Religion, without inſtructing 


them in this. 


If indeed it was an indifferent thing to a Man's Chri- 
ſtianity, or to his Salvation, whether he was a good or a 
bad Subject; Then indeed, it would be as indifferent to 
a Preacher, whether he inſiſted on theſe things to the 
People: But it is not ſo. | = 

One great Branch of Chriſtian Holineſs, as it is de- 
clared in the New Teſtament, is, That every Man 
demean himſelf quietly and peaceably and obediently 
to the Government he lives under, and that not only 


for wrath, or fear of Puniſhment, but alſo for Conſcience» 


ſake. And this made as neceſſary a Condition of going 
to Heaven, as any other particular Vertue is. And 
therefore if we will inſtruct Men in Chriſt's Religion, 
aud in the indiſpenſible Points of Holineſs required 
thereby, we mult inſtruct them in this alſo. 

One great Vice and dammable Sin, that the Religion of 
our Lord has caution'd againſt, is the Sin of Fact iouſneſi 
and Rebellion. And therefore, if it be our Duty to de- 
clare againſt the Sins and Vices that are contrary to 
Chriſtianity, it is our Duty to declare and caution a- 
gainſt this alſo. | 
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Laſtly, We do readily grant that a great part of our 
Office conſiſts in moſt affectionately recommending and 
preſſing the Neceſſity of mutual Love and Charity, But 
if this be neceſſary, is it not more ſo, to recommend and 
preſs Obedience to Authority, without which mutual Love 
and Charity cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt? That being the com- 
mon Ligament of them; and take away That, we 
ſhould be no better than Bears and Tygers one to another. 
But it is ſaid, in the Second place, That Preachers 
ought not to meddle with theſe Points, becauſe they are 
not competent judges of them: They do not know 
the Meaſures and Limits of Loyalty and Diſſoyalty, of 
being a good and a bad Subject: Theſe depending alto- 
gether upon the Conſtitution of the Government we 
live under, and the determining of them belongs to the 
Civil Courts, and not to their Profeſſion. 
- To this I Anſwer, That in all thoſe Inſtances, 
wherein this Argument falls under the Cognizance and 
Determination of Parliaments, or Judges, or Lawyers, 
we do not pretend to meddle with it. And if any Man 
do, let him anſwer for himſelf. All that we pretend 
to, is to preſs the plain, general, indiſpenſible Duties of 
Obedience to Laws, and of Peaceableneſs and Subjection to 
'the Higher Powers, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
every-where taught in the Bible. 605 . 


* 


If indeed a Preacher ſhould in the Pulpit preſume to 
give his Judgment about the Management of Publick 
Affairs; or to lay down Doctriues as from Chriſt, a- 
bout the Forms and Models of Kingdoms or Common- 
wealths; or to adjuſt the Limits of the Prerogative of the 
Prince, or of the Liberties of the Subject in our preſent 
Government; I ſay, if a Divine ſhould meddle with 
Auch matters as theſe in his Sermons, 1 do not 
know how he can be excuſed from the juſt Cenſure of 
. meddling with things that nothing concern him. This 
is indeed a Pradicing in State- Matters, and is uſurping an 
Office that belongs to another Profiſton, and to Men of 


another Character. And I ſhould account it every whit 
| ; Es 


(7). 
as undecent in a Clergy-man to take upon him to deal 
in theſe Points ; as it would be for him, to determine 
Titles of Land in the Pulpit, which are in Diſpute in 
Weſt minſter-Hall. OW | 1 

But what is this to the Preaching Obedience and Sub- 


jection to the Eſtabliſh'd Government > Let meddling 


with the Politicks be as odious as you pleaſe in a Cler- 
gy-man ; yet ſure it muſt not only be allow'd to him, 
but be thought his Duty to Exhort all Subjects to be 
faithful to their Prince, to live peaceably under his 
Government, and to obey all the Laws that are made 
by juſt Authority: And even where they cannot obey 
them, yet to ſubmit, and to raiſe no Diſturbance tothe 
Publick upon that account. And this is the great thing 
which we ſay Clergy-men have to do in this Matter. 
We meddle not with the Politicks; we meddle not 
with Prerogative or Property; we meddle not with the Diſ- 
putes and Controverſies of Law that may ariſe about 
theſe Matters: But we Preach a company of plain 
Leſſons of  Peaceableneſs and Fidelty, and Submiſſion to 
our Rulers, ſuch as the Law of Nature teaches; ſuch 


as both Chriſt and his Apoſtles did preach in all Places 


where-ever they came; and ſuch as will at this day 
hold in all the Goveraments of the World, whether 
they be Kingdoms or Commonwealths. 55 


And if at any time we make a particular Applicati- 


on of theſe General Rules to our own Eſtabliſhed Go- 


vernment, it is only in ſuch Inſtances as are plainly of 
the Eſſence of our National Conſtitution. In ſuch Inſtances 
as are plainly contain'd in the Oarhs of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, and thoſe other Tefts, which, for the Security 
of the Government, the Law hath taken care that Sub- 
Jets ſhall ſwear to, and conſequently muſt be thought 
obliged both to underſtand and practiſe them. And how 
can it be an Invaſion of another Man's Office to Preach 
and inſiſt upon ſuch things as theſe ? No, certainly; what 
it is the Duty of every Subject both to underſtand and 
practice in order to his — that, without doubt, 
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As for the F#ſt of theſe, Who are the Principabiies 


(8) | 


it is the Duty of their Paſtors to ut them in mind of. 


But Thirdly, It is ſaid futther, That Preachets cannot 
engage in theſe Arguments, but they will of neceſſity 
fide with ſome Party or Faction among us: now they 
ſhould have nothing to do with Parties or Faction. 

To this I Anſwer, That to be on the Side of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Government, and to endeavour to maintain 
That, is not to be a Favourer of Parties and Factions. 


But They are the Factions, They are the Setters up, or 


Abettors of Parties, Who endeavour to deſtroy, or un- 
ſettle, or diſparage, or in the leaſt to hurt and weaken 
the Government and the Laws as they are eſtabliſhed; 
let the Principles upon which they go, or the Pretences 
they make, be what they will. So that a Miniſter, b 


. Preaching Obedience and Subjection, doth not in the lea 


make himſelf of any Party; but, on the contrary, he 
ſers himſelf againſt all Parties : And ſo he ought to do. 
For his Buſineſs is, to be on the Side of the Govern- 
ment as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed ; and as vigorouſly as 


in him lies, in ſuch ways as are 1 — for his Function, 
to oppoſe all thoſe that woul 


either ſecretly under- 
mine it, or openly aſſault it: In a word, all thoſe that 
would make any Change or Innovation in it (by what 
ever Names they are diſcriminated) by any other means 
or methods than what the Law of the Land, and the 


Nature of the Conſtitution doth allow. 


And thus much of the Firſ Thing I took notice of 


in the Text, viz. the Perſon to whom the Charge is 


here given, That he thould put the People in mind. I now 
come, in the Second place, to the Thing he was to put 
them in mind of, and that is, to be ſubjt& to Principali- 
ties and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. 

And here Two Things are to be enquired into; Fiſt, 
Who are thoſe Prixcipalities and Powers, and Magiſtrates 
to whom we are to be ſubje#, and whom we are to 
obey. And, Secondly, Wherein conſiſts that Sabjection 
and Obedience that we are to give them. 


and 
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and Powers and Magiſtrates ? Why, certainly by theſe 


words are meant the Supreme Civil Governors of every 
Nation; and under them, their ſubordinate Officers, let 
the Form of Government in any Country be what it 
will; in whomſoever the Sovereign Authority is lodged, 
( whether in one, or in many) They are the Principali- 
ties and Powers to whom we are to be ſubje# ; and Thoſe 
that are Commiſſion'd and Deputed to exerciſe Autho- 
rity under them, are the Magiſtrates whom we are to obey. 
St. Peter, in the 2d Chapter of his I/ Epiſtle, doth thus 


_ expreſs them, alluding; no doubt, to the Government of 


the Roman State under which he liv'd, which was then 
Monarchical) Submit your ſelves, faith he, i dv0pomy 


uTCa, to every Human Conftitution for the Lord's ſake : whe- 


ther it be to the King, as Supreme; or unto the Governours, as 
unto them that are ſent by bim —— for ſo # the Will of God. 
Upon which words of his, the Homily of our Church, 
appointed to be read on this Day, doth thus gloſs. 
© Sr. Peter doth not ſay, Submit your ſelves unto me, as 
© Supreme Head of the Church. Neither, faith he, Sub- 
© mit your ſelves, from time to time, to my Succeſſors in 
© Rome. But he ſaith, Submit your ſelves unto your King, 
© your Supreme Head, and to thoſe that he appointeth 
in Authority under him. This is God's Ofdinatice ; 
© this is God's Holy Will, that the whole Body in every 
© Realm, and all the Members and Parts of the ſame, 
© ſhall be ſubject to their Head, their King. TAS 
As for the Subjection and Obedience that is to be paid 
to theſe Principalities and Powers, which is the other 
thing am to enquire into, it conſiſts of a great many 


Particalars. 


It implies it, for inſtance, That we ſhould give all 


Honour, Reſpect and Reverence to their Perſons, look- 


ing'upon them (which really they are) as God's Vicege- 
rents upon Bath, 009030 VILE I 11 29 


F 


That we ſhould not-rafhly cenſure their Actions, or 
the Adminiſtration of their Goverument. wy 
That we ſhould at no hand deſpiſe them, or ſpeak evil 
2th 1-21.33 1211014 | LC) 305-2" Ok 


(19) 
of them; remembring the Character that St. Jude gives 
of thoſe that deſpiſe Dominiont, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. - 

That as we ſhould make Prayers and Supplicat ions, and 
Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for all Men; ſo more 
eſpecially for Them, and Thoſe that are put in Autho- 
rity under Them, as St. Paul teaches us. 9 
That we ſhould pay them the Tributes and Cuſtoms 
that are due to them, as the ſame Apoſtle expreſſes it; 
that is, the Expence we are legally Taxed-ar, towards 
the Support of their Government. 
That we ſhould, according to our Power, maintain 
their Jura Majeſatis, the Rights and Prerogatives, betong- 
ing by the Conſtitution, to their Office and Dignity. 
That we ſhould aſſiſt and defend them againſt their 
Enemies. ENS et 

That we ſhould behave ourſelves peaceably and mo- 
deſtly in our particular Vocations, endeavouring to 
make their Government as eaſie and as happy as we 
can, but at no hand to inyade any Pablick Oſice that 
belongs not to us. C 

In a word, That we ſhould yield Obedience to all their 
Laws. And in caſe it ever happen that we cannot with 
a ſafe Conſcience obey; there we are patiently to ſuffer the 
Penalties of our Diſobedience : But by no means either to 


affront their Perſons, or to diſturb their Gaverument, by rai- 


{ing or partaking in any Tumult or Inſurrectinn, or Rebellion. 

All this that I have now named, is contained in that 
Duty of Subjection and Obedience which we are here bid to 
pay Principalities and Powers, as might eaſily be ſhewn,. 
as to every Particular: But I will not tire you, by run- 
ning through all theſe Heads, and therefore ſhall only 
deſite leave to ſpeak a little to the to laſt things I have 
now mention d; both becauſe they are the moſt. gene- 
ral, and do in a manner comprehend the reſt; and be- 
cauſe they ſeem principally intended in the Text I am 
now diſcourſing of. Put them in mind (faith St. Paul) to be 
ſubject, and put them in mind to bey. In the one Phraſe ſeems 
to be intimated the Duty of A#ive Obedience to the Laws 
and Orders of our Governours: In the other Phraſe, 
our Submiſſion where we cannot obe 7. And 


King's Command. 


Aud Firſt of all, As for the buſineſs of Adive Obedi- 
ence, ( for it is proper to begin with that firſt) all that 


is needful to be ſaid for the clearing of it, may be com- 
prized in theſe Four following Propoſitions. | 


4 


if. That the ſtanding Laws of every Country are 


| the Rule of the Subject's Obedience, and not meerly the 


Will of the Prince. TIE 1 
Where indeed the Legiſlative and the Executive Power 
are both in one hand, (as it is in thoſe we call Abſolure 
Monarchies) there the Will of the Prince ſtands for Lew: 
But where People are ſo happy as to live under a Legal 
Eſtabliſhment, as ours is, there the Pablicłk Laws muſt 
govern and ſteer their Actions, and not the Prince's 


private Pleaſure. So that tho? the King can do no wrong, 


(as Maxim is) yet the Subject is anſwerable for every 
thing he doth againſt Law, even when he doth it by the 


o 


-24ly. Whatever Laws are made by Juſt Authority, 
whether in Civil Matters, or in Matters relating to Re- 
ligion ; if they be not contrary to God's Laws, there the 
Su jet is bound in Conſcience to obey them, even tho? 
he apprehends they are inconveniennt. 

I own indeed that the Matter of ſome Laws may be 
of ſo ſmall importance, that a Man ſhall not need much 
to charge his Conſcience with the Obſervance of them: 
It being enough that he ſubmits to the Penalty, in caſe 
of Tranſgreſſion: And perhaps the Government never 


- meant to extend their Obligation farther. But for all 
that, it is in the Power of the Legiſlative, when there 


is reaſon to bind our Conſciences to Obedience, as well 
as to award Puniſhments to our Diſobedience. And the 
Reaſon of this is evident, becauſe we are bound by the 


Laws of God, who hath the Supreme Dominion over 
our Conſciences, to obey our Lawful Governours in Law- 


ful things. ; 6 8 8 | 
Nay, I ſay farther, (which is my 34 Propoſition, ) 
That even where we doubt of the Lawfulneſs of their 


Commands, we are bound to obey ; ſo long as we only 


doubt 


— 


9 4. 
doubt of their Lawfulneſs, but are not perſuaded that 
they are unlawful. © „ SSLER 
For certainly the Authority of our Governours ought 
to over-rule any Man's private Doubts. There is all 
the Reaſon in the World that it ſhould do ſo: And there 
is no good Reaſon to be urged to the contrary. 
Pray, what is it we mean, when we ſay that a Man 
doubts concerning a thing, whether it be lawful or no? 
Js it not this? that his Judgment is kept ſuſpended be- 
tween equal Probabilities on both ſides of à Queſtion. 
He is enclin'd by ſome Reaſons to believe that the thing 
is lauſul, and he is enclin'd by other Reaſons to believe 
that the thing is unlawful. And theſe Reaſons do ap- 
pear ſo equally probable to him on both ſides, that he 
doth not know how to determine himſelf : He doth 
not know which way he ſhould frame a Judgment a- 
bout the point in queſtion. 111 9. 
This is the Notion of a Doubt. No in ſuch a Caſe 
as this, when Authority interpoſeth, and declareth it ſelf 
on one ſide; and pronounceth not only that the thing 
is lawful to be done, but alſo, that it will have it done; 
| and accordingly lays its Commands upon the Man to 
 - do it: I fay, if there be nor ſo much weight in Authority 
as to turn the Scale in ſuch a Caſe as this, and to oblige 
a Man to act in obedience to it; it is the lighteſt thing 
| in the World, and ſignifies very little as to the influ- 
encing the Affairs of Mankinc. ; 
Bur, 4thly, and laſtly ; If the Matter be out of doubt: 
If a Man be really convinc'd that the thing which Aa- 
tbority commands him, is not lawful in it ſelf, but is 
contradictory to the Laws of God : In that caſe he muſt 
| not do the thing commanded ; on the contrary, he is 
bound to forbear the Practice of it. in Pe 
| If any Human Law, let it be made by the beſt Au- 
thority upon Earth, ſhould command us to believe any 
Point in Matters of Faith, which we are perſuaded to 
be contraty to the Revelation of Chriſt and his Ap9- 
{tles; or ſhould command us to profeſs and declare our 


Belief 
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Belief of any Matter whatſoever, tho? never ſo indiffeZ 
rent, when yet we did not really believe it; or, laſtly, 
ſhould oblige us to the doing of any Action which we 
did in our own Conſcience judge to be a Tranſgreſſion 
of a Divine Command: I ſay, in none of theſe Caſes 
are we to yield Obedience to the Law, by what Autho- 
rity ſoever it was Enacted. And the Reaſon is plain: 


We muſt always chuſe to obey God rather than Men. 
Where God's Law hath commanded us, there no Hu- 


man Law can abſolve us from the Obligation. Where 
God's Law hath forbidden us, there no Human Law 
can lay Obligations upon us. K t 5 
And it is the ſame thing as to our Practice, that we 
believe God's Law hath ty d us up, as if it had really 
done ſo: So that, whether we are really in the right 
or in the wrong, as to our Perſuaſion in theſe Matters, 
we muſt not act againſt them; becauſe we muſt not act 
againſt our Conſciences. Only this we are to remem- 
ber, That it extremely concerns us rightly to inform 
our. Conſciences in theſe. Matters where Human Laws 
Ive interpoſed: their Authority. For if we make a 
wrong judgment of Things, and upon that account 
deny our Obedience to the Laws, where we ſhould have 


given it: Though we ought not to act againſt our Con- 


ſcience, as I ſaid, ( nay, it would be a great Sin in us if 


we ſhould;) yet, on the other ſide, we are not to be 


excuſed for diſobeying the Commands of Authority, 
where we might lawfully have obeyed them; unleſs it 
ſhould prove that it was through no fault of ours that 
our Judgments were miſinforme et. 0 

And thus much concerning my Firſt Head, that of 
Obedience to Laws: I now come to the other, that of 
Subjection; as that word implies patient Submiſſion to 
our Governours, where we cannot actively comply with 
what they require of us. 8 0 „ ET 
And thi is that Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience which of 
late hath had fo ill a Sound amon 3 of us: But 
dare ſay, for no other reaſon, but becauſe it may have 


been 


(14) 
been by ſome miſrepreſented: For where-ever it is 
, rightly underſtood, it can give offence to none bur ſuch 
as are really diſaffected to the Government, and do 
% 1 
That there is fuch a Sabmiſſion due from all Subjects 
to the Supreme Authority of the Place where they live, 


as ſhall tie up their Hands from Oppoſing or Reſiſting 
it by Force, is evident from the very Nature and Ends 


of Political Society. And I dare fay, there is not that 
Country upon Earth, let the Form of their Govern- 
ment be what it will, ( Abſolute Monarchy, Legal Mo- 
narchy, Ariſtocracy, or Commonwealth) where this 
is not a part of the Conſtitution. Subjects muſt obey 
Paſft uely, where they cannot obey Actively: Otherwiſe 
tke Government would be precarious, and the Publick 
Peace at the Mercy of every Male- content, and a Door 


would he ſet open to all the Inſurrections, Rebellions 


and Treaſons in the World. b 145 
Nor is this only a State Doctrine, but the Doctrine 
alſo of Feſw Cbriſt, and that a neceſſary, indiſpenſable 
one too; as ſufficiently appears from thoſe famous 
words of St. Paul, Rom. 13. I, 2. which are fo plain, that 
they need no Comment: Let every Soul (faith he) be 
ſubject to the Hig ber Powers, for there à no Power but of 
God, and the Powers that be, are ordained of God, Whoſo- 


ever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſtetb the Ordinance of 
God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damna- 


tio, So that ſo long as this Text ſtands in our Bibles, 


the Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance or Paſſive Obedience m * 


be of Obligation to all Chriſtians. 5 
But then, after I have faid this, care muſt be taken 
that this Gezeral Doctrine be not miſapplied in particu- 
Jar Countries. Though Non-Refiftance or Poſſive Obedi- 
ence be a Duty to all Subjects, and under all Goyern- 
ments, yet it is not expreſſed the ſame way in all Places; 


bur both the Objects and the Inffances of it do vary in 


different Nations, according to the different Models of 
their Government. Wan 1 . 


To 


| „% i © 1 | 
"To ſpeak this as plainly as I can? As the Laws of 
the Land ate the Meaſures of our Afive Obedience; fo 
are alſo the ſame Laws the Meaſures of our Submiſſion. 
And as we are not bound to obey but where the Laws 
and Conſtitution require our Obedience; ſo neither are 
we bound to ſabmit but as the Laws and Conſticution 


do require our Submiſſion.” „ 
Taking now this to be the true ſtating of the Do- 
ctrine of Paſſive Obedience, as I verily believe it is, Ido 
not ſee what colour of Reaſon can be offered againſt it. 
Sure lam, the common Pretence, That it tends to in- 
troduce Hraum, and Arbitrary Government, and to make 
People Slaves, is quite out ef doors. For you fee it 
makes no Princes Abſolute, where, by the Conſtitution, 
they were not ſo before. Nor. doth it deſtroy any Li- 
berty of the Subjects that they were before in Poſſeſſion 
of. All that it doth, is to 83 and ſecure the Na- 
tional Settlement in the ſame Poſture, and upon the 
ſame Foot, in and upon which it is already Eſtabliſh'd. 
And this is ſo true, that there is not a Commonwealth 
in the World ſo free, but that theſe Doctrines of Non- 
Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience muſt for ever be taught 
there, as neceffary even for the Preſer vation of their 
As for what this Doctrine imports among us, and in 
our Conſtitution, or how far it is to be extended or li- 

- mired, it belongs not to me to determine. But thus 
much the Occaſion of this Day's Meeting will not only 
warrant me, but oblige me to ſay upon this Head, and 
it is all . | ſhall now make; namely, 

That by all the Laws of this Land, the Perſon of the 
KING is Sacted and Inviolable; and that to attempt 
his Life in any way, or upon any pretence, always was 
and is High-Treaſon. And if fo, what are we to think 
of that Fact which was on this Day committed upon 
the Perſon of our late Sovereign, of Bleſſed Memory, 

King Charles]. taking it with all its Circumſtances ? 
Why n flight ſoever ſome People among 
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